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From small towns of 5,000 to cities 
of 500,000 or anywhere in between, 
Futurewise believes that the elements 
of a strong, resilient community are 
the same. You should have a healthy 
home you can afford. You should be 
able to walk, bike, roll, and take 
transit to get where you need to go. 
You should have access to food from 
local farms. You should enjoy stunning 
natural spaces and wildlife habitats.   

Futurewise works across Washington 
to make this vision a reality.



Washington state is renowned for its 
spectacular beauty – from the peaks of 
the Olympics to the rolling hills of the 
Palouse. But in the 1980s, more and more 
of our farmland, forests and open space 
were being gobbled up by car-centric 
suburban sprawl, threatening our natural 
resources, degrading our quality of life and 
laying the groundwork for decades of 
greenhouse gas pollution.

A group of concerned community 
members knew it didn’t have to be this 
way. In the late 1980s, they got organized 
to find a solution. As a result of their 
activism, Washington passed the 

groundbreaking Growth Management Act 
(GMA), a statewide land use framework for 
where and how Washingtonians live, work 
and play. These same activists founded 
Futurewise, to continue their passionate 
advocacy for farmland, wildlife habitat and 
livable communities in Washington.

For three decades, Futurewise has been 
your steward of the GMA, helping rural 
and urban communities across 
Washington plan for a just, sustainable 
future. Futurewise is your voice for 
forward-looking land use policy across 
Washington, with offices in Seattle, 
Spokane and the Tri-Cities. 



Land Use Is Central 
To The Most Pressing Issues 
Facing Our Communities. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE
• Reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions from cars and 
trucks
• Protecting communities 
from wildfires and sea level 
rise

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
• Ensuring access to 
affordable homes in all 
neighborhoods

FOOD SYSTEMS
• Saving family farms and 
investing in local agriculture

WILDLIFE HABITAT
• Conserving forests, streams 
and wetlands for native 
species 

TRANSPORTATION
• Making it easier to walk, 
bike and roll
• Connecting jobs and homes 
through public transit

RACIAL EQUITY
• Undoing the legacy of racist 
zoning that segregated our 
cities 
• Promoting healthy, 
opportunity-rich 
communities, no matter 
where you live



Washington Can’t Wait

Futurewise knows that right now, Washington communities aren’t prepared to take on 
today’s biggest challenges. That’s why we launched our Washington Can’t Wait 
campaign to ensure that we’re planning for climate change, housing affordability and 
environmental justice. Futurewise is leading a coalition of 70+ organizations in a 
coordinated effort to pass the biggest changes to the GMA in thirty years. 

A commitment to environmental and social justice, along with forward-thinking 
planning, underscores the policy agenda behind the Washington Can’t Wait campaign. 
We believe that our biggest challenges are interconnected, and our solutions must be 
bold, comprehensive and community-informed. Our coalition partners are integral in 
bringing this agenda to a broad base of supporters and ensuring that our policy 
reflects the priorities of impacted communities.
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Working from the Ground Up
A spirit of community, collaboration, and collective action anchors all of our work. To put it 
simply, we believe that we’re stronger when we work together. We’ve teamed up with bus 
riders to expand access to public transit, partnered with family farmers to defend agricultural 
land from speculative investments and worked with rural community members to conserve 
water resources in small towns. 

Together, we build collective power to change laws, policies and systems to make durable, 
lasting change. Our on-the-ground partners in every corner of Washington provide local 
context, knowledge, solutions, and boots on the ground, while Futurewise brings 30 years of 
land use advocacy and expertise to our shared priorities.



CITY COUNTY STATE

How We Work
Futurewise works at every level of government in 
Washington. We bring a broad range of tools to 
advocate for healthy environments and 
equitable communities.

 Legal Appeals
 Research and Data Analysis
 Community Engagement
 Legislative Advocacy
 Grassroots Organizing
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Together, We’re Building 
a Brighter Future

Whether you live in a seaside town facing the threat of 
sea level rise or a suburban city tackling rising housing 
costs, Futurewise is where you turn when you need to 
take action.

We work with folks like Veronika, from Dayton, in the 
second smallest county in Washington. Veronika lives in 
fire country, where homes and farmland are vulnerable 
to being lost to wildfires. Like so many Washingtonians, 
Veronika commutes over an hour to her job, because 
she can’t afford to live close to where she works.

“I know that every summer, I see the river water 
level getting lower and lower. I see wildfires 
increasing. That’s what is motivating me to enact 
change right now, because it’s becoming dire for 
us, regardless of where we live.”

Veronika knew that she needed to get involved to 
protect her community. That’s why she joined 
Futurewise. 

“I like to see an organization who knows what they 
want and knows how to ask for it. And that is 
absolutely Futurewise. Knowing I’m going to get an 
email from Futurewise, knowing it’s going to take 
me five minutes to take action, done! That’s really 
what’s kept me motivated.”

Together, with passionate people like Veronika, 
Futurewise is building a movement for a just, 
sustainable and resilient future for all Washingtonians. 
Whether you were born here, or moved here, we hope 
you’ll be our partner in shaping your community’s and 
our state’s future. 



Contact Us:

We look forward 
to hearing from you.

www.futurewise.org
info@futurewise.org
(206) 343-0681


